THE PILOT EXCHANGE

If we have learned anything during
the decade of the 80’s and the begin-
ning of the 90’s, it is nothing is pre-
dictable in the world around us. So
many changes have occurred these
last three years, it is confusing, mind
boggling, gratifying, and exciting —
all at the same time. When I became
IAC President in 1981 and later the
U.S. delegate to the FAI International
Aerobatics Commission (CIVA), is-
sues seemed to be pretty predictable.
The cold war was in full swing, our
relations with the Soviet Union were
peaceful but tense, our President,
Ronald Reagan, was in the begin-
nings of a massive military buildup,
and the Berlin wall was solidly in
place with nothing to indicate it
would not remain so for many more
decades.

My first trip to the CIVA meetings
was in 1984. At that time, I was the
U.S. Alternate Delegate with Clint
McHenry heading up our delegation.
I have always trusted Clint implicitly
and he provided much wise counsel as
to the workings of CIVA and our re-
lationships with other countries.
Charlie Hillard had been kind enough

to provide Clint equally good advice
when he moved into the alternate
slot. So the training continued.
Naturally, I was excited about meet-
ing all of the Delegates of which I had
heard so much and to see the Commis-
sion in operation. After 14 years of
being completely involved in Amer-
ican aerobatics, it was to be quite a
change. But most of all, I wanted to
meet the Soviets . . . because of the
mystery about them, because I had
little contact with them in the past
(only some brief encounters at the
World Aerobatic Championships in
Austria in 1982), and because they
were the principal rivals of the Amer-
icans in world competition. This was
a year before “glasnost” and “peres-
troika” became household words in
America.

The meeting was held in Paris and
I can remember every detail of my
first introduction to the Soviet
Union’s Delegate to CIVA, Kasum
Nazhmudinov. I was immediately im-
pressed by his warmth and humanity
. . . though he spoke no English, it
was something you could easily sense.
We became friends instantly.

In 1985, I was chosen to be Delegate
and at the CIVA meeting that year,
was elected to the International Jury
for the 1986 World Championships in
England. At that contest, I worked
with Kasum every day and we became
quite comfortable in each other’s com-
pany. Thus, it was in 1986 that I in-
vited him to attend the EAA’s Fly-In
Convention in Oshkosh, Wisconsin
and sent him home with a whole pack-
age of materials, including SPORT
AVIATION magazine, an Oshkosh
program book, a videotape, and other
materials. I hoped he would accept
immediately. It was not, however,
until 1989 that Kasum, along with in-
terpreter Vladimir Garankin, was
able to attend. It was an occasion I
will never forget and is probably a
subject for a memoir some day. I do
remember our parting was emotional
and tearful. They really had become
friends . . . and the Soviets take
friendship seriously.

But, in any event, on his way to
New York with Bob Wagstaff, Presi-
dent of the U.S. Aerobatic Founda-
tion, the idea of having a Soviet/
American pilot exchange program
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was broached. Bob told me of the idea
later on his return from New York
and I was very enthusiastic. The
Soviets wanted American pilots to
come to the USSR and fly at one of
their training camps at Essentuki
near the Black Sea. Bob and I both
felt it would be an opportunity to ac-
complish a variety of things — to im-
prove the relationship between our
countries, to learn of Soviet training
methods and techniques, to fly the
Soviet aircraft, and to simply learn
more about each other.

One of the Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale’s purposes is to prom-
ote international understanding and
goodwill. The purpose of the Olympics
is much the same. How many times
have we learned that by becoming
friends on a one-on-one basis and by
talking to each other, we can avoid
misunderstandings and conflict. We
decided to do it in aerobatics as well.
The wheels were put in motion at the
CIVA meeting in 1989 in Dublin, Ire-
land. Our plan was for Soviet pilots to
attend the U.S. Nationals in Sep-
tember 1990 and for our pilots to at-
tend the Soviet’s training camp that
fall. However, because of time and fi-
nancial considerations, our half of the
visit was postponed until the fall of
1991.

The Soviets who attended the Na-
tionals in 1990 were Nikolai Nikitiuk
and Elena Klimovich. Nikolai has
been a European Champion, a consis-
tent medal winner at the WAC, and
one tough, capable pilot. Elena, a re-
lative newcomer to the Soviet Na-
tional Team at that time, was charm-
ing, talented, and somewhat fluent in
English. As most IAC members know,
they flew very well that year and we
enjoyed their stay with us. They, too,
had become good friends.

Previous to their visit, the IAC
Board of Directors had decided in
March 1990 to send Clint McHenry,
Lee Manelski, Ellen Dean, and Patty

1990 Nationals Contest Director Finn Jen-
sen (left) and IAC President Steve Morris
(second from right) welcome Kasum
Nazhmudinov to the Nationals.

Kasum Nazhmudinov participates in a
press conference at the Nationals site in
1990 prior to the beginning of the compe-
tition.

Wagstaff to the USSR for the camp.
These pilots were selected not just on
their piloting abilities — though that
was important — but for their ambas-
sadorial skills. They were people we
could be sure would represent the
United States well because of their
“people skills” and their profes-
sionalism. Clint was regarded as par-
ticularly valuable because of his ex-
perience flying the Sukhois, which
were now being imported into the
U.S., because he was a veteran of
many trips to the Soviet Union, and
because he was so highly regarded by
the Soviets. Later on, however, Clint
had to cancel.

With the death of Lee Manelski in
early 1991, the Board was faced with
the selection of a replacement and
chose Peter Anderson, newly crowned
National Champion, as the new
member of the delegation. Clint, how-
ever, was not replaced in order to keep
costs under control. John Morrissey,
who became the U.S. Team trainer for
the 1992 WAC, was also chosen later
to attend the camp as we believed it
very important to have the trainer
there to observe their methods.

At the March 1991 meeting of the
IAC Board, a final budget for the trip
was approved and the U.S. Aerobatic
Foundation also agreed to fund 50%
of the trip. They wisely perceived that
their investment would pay off in
Team performance at the 1992 WAC
as key people would be exposed to the
training camp and “European” style
flying. Despite the fact that our visit
would benefit our Team, the Russians
(no longer “Soviets”) extended every
assistance. The details of that cooper-
ation and the trip itself will be told in
a multi-part series in SPORT AERO-
BATICS by the people involved . . .
Patty Wagstaff, John Morrissey, and
Ellen Dean. Altogether, IAC spent
$3,834.75 in 1991 on the program . . .
a little over 1% of our total budget.
The benefits have been enormous.

At the press conference prior to the beginning of the Nationals, the Soviet delegation
is welcomed by the Mayor of Denison, Ben Munson. The Mayor is shaking hands with
Kasum Nazhmudinov.
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Pompano Air Center provided the Sukhoi SU-26 for Elena Klimovich and Nikolai

Nikitiuk to fly at the 1990 Nationals, complete with their names on the side. Note the
“Okie Twisters” sticker on the aircraft. IAC Chapter 59's cooperation was essential in

the success of the Soviet visit.

In a letter sent to U.S. Aerobatic
Team pilots in early February 1992,
John Morrissey discussed some of the
things he learned in Russia, how he
spent hour upon hour with Kasum
Nazhmudinov discussing the fine
points of judging, flying, and training
(Kasum has been coaching since 1969
— the longest of anyone on the world
scene), and he passed on this wisdom,
knowledge, and experience to the
Team pilots. Never have I seen such
a comprehensive analysis of what
Team training should involve. As a
side note, I believe we can expect
some articles from John, who also con-
tributes to SPORT AEROBATICS
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paring for competition flying or just
puttering around. His observations on
G-tolerance, which we hope to fea-
ture, will be particularly helpful to all
IAC pilots. So the investment paid off
for TIAC, too.

The exchange program has not been
without controversy and the IAC
leadership has undergone some criti-
cism as a result of it. As we all work
to get the “cold war” out of our bones,
I don’t find this particularly surpris-
ing . . . especially among those of us
who grew up to distrust the Russians
and were told by our government that
they were the enemy. Others have
taken an “American First” attitude

Jean Sorg

in the long run. Everyone should re-
member that the first word in our or-
ganization’s name is “International”
and we have a responsibility to prom-
ote aerobatics around the world and
establish ties with pilots everywhere.
Aside from that, the world is chang-
ing and we need to be a part of that
change . . . personally, I treasure my
friendships all over the world and
thank God that aerobatics has pro-
vided me this opportunity. It is an op-
portunity available to any IAC
member who wishes to get involved
in his organization . . . whether it be
in a Chapter, at our Nationals, at
Fond du Lac, or as a member of the
U.S. Team. We need all of your help.
And I think of John Morrissey . . .
Viet Nam veteran, career Air Force
fighter pilot, and quintessential cold
warrior . . . and what the trip meant
to him. No more enemies, only friends.

Indeed, as Ellen Dean has so
eloquently told me, aerobatics and our
friendships are a gift . . . and ones
that must be preserved. The door is
open in Russia for future visits and
we hope they can occur. I also hope
that the Russians will be back here as
well.

There are many people to thank for
making this program possible
most certainly the Board of Directors
of IAC and the U.S. Aerobatic Foun-
dation first of all. Pompano Air
Center furnished the aircraft, Buck
Wagnon and others of IAC Chapter
59 — the “Okie Twisters” in Ok-
lahoma City — who arranged the
Soviet practice before Nationals in
1990, and everyone who accorded
them a warm welcome here.



