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USUALLY, WE REFER TO this month’s 
issue of Sport Aerobatics as the 
Oshkosh handout issue. Obviously, 
this is because we’ll have shiny new 
copies of this issue to give to all of the 
people who come by the IAC building 
on AeroShell Square during 
AirVenture. I can’t tell you how privi-
leged I feel to be able to contribute to 
the magazine and be a part of the 
action at Oshkosh.

For years, I would 
gobble up anything I 
could read about the 
goings-on at Oshkosh 
and imagine myself 
being there. For the last 
three years, I’ve had the 
privilege of being 
“required” to attend due 
to my position with the 
magazine, and it’s every-
thing I thought it would 
be and more. If you’ve 
picked up this copy at 
the IAC building, you 
already know what I’m talking about. 

Th ose of you who are unable to 
attend are not far from my thoughts 
during the week. In fact, most of my 
time is spent gathering stories and 
photos that can be found only at 
AirVenture. After all, it’s the big show, 
and just about anything can be found 
here. In the coming months, the air-
planes gracing our cover most likely 
will have been shot while in Oshkosh.

Speaking of the cover, this month is 
a special treat as I bring you the story 
of fi rsts; the fi rst Pitts S-1S owned by a 

fi rst-time Pitts pilot. Th e history of 
this airplane is as rich as any in the 
Pitts lineup, and it was my pleasure to 
meet owner Ed McCaskill at Sun ’n Fun 
for the story on these pages.

Before I was an editor, I spent a 
couple of years writing freelance arti-
cles for diff erent publications. Unless I 
was writing a specifi c story for an edi-
tor, I found that communication with 
most editors is spotty at best. I vowed 

to do a better job, but 
have found that the 
sheer number of e-mails 
I receive sometimes 
prevents me from 
responding in a timely 
fashion, and I’d like to 
let you know that if I 
don’t respond, it’s not 
because I’m ignoring 
you. Please don’t hesi-
tate to contact me more 
than once if a few days 
have passed since you 
last wrote. I do my best 

to stay in contact, and do appreciate 
every e-mail I receive.

Focusing on communication, take a 
moment to look at In the Loop, our new 
electronic newsletter. If you’re an IAC 
member and see something appropri-
ate for an Internet audience, don’t 
hesitate to forward it to me. We’ve 
received some pretty good material so 
far, and the magazine allows us to 
expand upon themes in a way that 
complements both types of media. 

Th ank you for your membership, 
and I’ll see you next month! IAC

“... I would 
gobble up 
anything I could 
read about the 
goings-on at 
Oshkosh ...”



JULY IS THE SPECIAL month of the year 
when many of us make our pilgrimage 
to Oshkosh.  This year’s Air Venture is 
a special one for the IAC for many 
reasons. On Friday of this year’s 
event, we will have our annual mem-
bership gathering at the IAC building 
on Aeroshell Square after the air 
show. During this event we will dedi-
cate the Vicki Cruse Pavilion, honor 
Mike Heuer’s extraordinary support 
of the IAC by presenting him the IAC 
President’s Award, announce the 
results of our annual election, and 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of our 
club. It will be a special day for the 
IAC and one that any member visiting 
AirVenture will not want to miss. I 
look forward to meeting members 
and, of course, visiting again with 
many old friends.

Much has been said this spring about 
the complexity of achieving and main-
taining judge status in the International 
Aerobatic Club. I read with great interest 
the many e-mails sent through the Acro 
Exploder and directly to our directors 
and offi  cers. It appears to me the two 
most important considerations center 
on quality of training and testing for 
judges versus the ease and cost of that 
training and testing. Your directors have 
spent much time on this issue and will 
continue to do so. Our fi rst action will be 
to provide online training and review in 
the form of self-paced Internet pro-
grams and interactive webinars. Th ese 

will be made available in addition to the 
current judges’ schools scheduled by 
many of our local chapters. It is my goal 
to have much of this avail-
able for the 2011 season. 

Also, we enhanced the 
option of getting waivers to 
contest rules by beefi ng up 
the sanctioning committee 
to include all offi  cers of the 
IAC. If special circum-
stances arise at regional 
contests where the rules for 
judging can’t be met, the 
sanctioning committee has 
the authority to review the 
situation and provide a 
waiver if appropriate. 
However, I would like to stress that the 
IAC is a rules-based organization, and 
the sanctioning committee is expected 
to enforce those rules whenever possible 
and reasonable. Th is is not the board’s 
fi nal action in regard to the judging 
issue; it’s only the fi rst action taken as 
we continue to monitor this issue as the 
year progresses. I would like to thank all 
of those who provided constructive 
input and helped in moving toward an 
improved system. 

Another topic that has received some 
discussion lately is the use of two hold-
ing areas during a contest. It is done 
quite often at regional contests, and it is 
even done at the Nationals at times. 
Safety is a big deal to me, as I am sure it 
is to all of us. Although no rules exist to 

prohibit the use of multiple holds, there 
are few reasons to do so. Normally two 
holds are used to speed up a contest 

because of time-to-climb 
issues. If one actually looks at 
this time lost, it is small com-
pared to the time lost 
changing out judges’ lines, 
breaking for lunch, long-
winded briefi ngs, etc. 

Th e safety risks that are 
added by a second hold are 
very large. Th e chief judge and 
starter now have to coordinate 
the movement of pilots from 
one hold to another. Th is is a 
large additional task for both 
if done in a proper fashion. 

Th is takes time away from the chief 
judge, who has to follow the activities in 
the box, and it takes time away from the 
starter, who has to ensure the pilot 
strapping in has gotten a briefi ng and 
safety check. Th e pilot, focusing on his 
or her sequence, now has an additional 
task of movement without being able to 
communicate on the frequency unless 
initiated by the chief judge. “Not good!” 
as a friend of mine would say. 

It is my opinion that the time saved 
at a contest by using two holds is more 
than offset by the decrease in safety. 
The time can more easily be gained 
through efficient contest operations 
on the ground without any loss of 
safety in the air. Avoid this practice 
whenever possible. IAC

Little Changes Make a Difference

Please send your comments, questions, or suggestions to: dbartlett@eaa.org www.iac.org   3

DOUG BARTLETT
COMMENTARY / PRESIDENT’S PAGE

“ The safety 
risks that 
are added 
by a second 
hold are 
very large.”
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Northwest Insurance 
Group, Inc.

Manufacturers of the Husky,
Pitts Special, and Eagle

Sunday, Sept. 19 - Friday, Sept. 24, 2010
North Texas Regional Airport (KGYI) 

Sherman/Denison, Texas
www.IACUSN.org/USN2010/

The staff  and volunteers of Nationals and IAC would like to thank the 
following Top Level Sponsors for their generous support.

U.S. NATIONAL AEROBATIC CHAMPIONSHIPS
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29
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Annual IAC Meeting, Member Reception and 
Dedication of Vicki Cruse Educational Pavilion

T
he IAC Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, July 30th at the conclusion of the day’s airshow 

at the IAC Headquarters building along the fl ight line, north of Aeroshell Square.  Election results 

for the board of directors will be announced, along with the dedication of the new addition to 

the building of the Vicki Cruse Education Pavilion.  Many thanks to Northwest Insurance Group for 

sponsoring the event with complimentary food and beverages.  Many thanks as well go to Buehler 

Foundation for their generous support in the construction of the Vicki Cruse Educational Pavilion.
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The 
First

BY REGGIE PAULK
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P arked in front of the aerobatic tent, N714H looked 
special. Th ere was just something about the red, white, 
and blue starburst paint scheme. As I walked around 
the little biplane, Bunk Chase, a longtime 
International Aerobatic Club volunteer, told me the 

airplane had some unique history. It was possibly the fi rst Pitts 
S-1S prototype, built and test fl own by Curtis Pitts himself. He 
encouraged me to talk to the owner of the airplane to verify its 
heritage. I would soon discover the airplane and pilot had a richer 
history than I fi rst thought.

In 1967, Curtis Pitts completed his fi rst iteration of the sym-
metrical wing Pitts, the S-1S. Th at same year, Ed was fi nishing his 
last year of college in Jacksonville, Florida. He would graduate in 
1968 and move on to fl ight training at Naval Air Station 
Pensacola. Th e Pitts eventually moved north, but Ed stayed in 
Florida. It would be 40 years before pilot and airplane would come 
together for the fi rst time.

Although Ed went to Navy pilot school during the Vietnam 
War, he’s quick to play down his involvement. “I started off  during 
the Vietnam era,” he says. “I didn’t go to Vietnam.”

In 1968, the mood of the country was shifting. Protests and 
marches were picking up steam, and the 1970 shootings at Kent 
State were the beginning of the end of the war. Th e Navy was 
planning for a larger confl ict, possibly with China’s involvement, 
and began training thousands of pilots to fi ll a need that never 
came to pass. 

“Th e Navy had geared up to train a lot of pilots,” Ed says. “Th e 
year I graduated, 2,000 pilot candidates went through Pensacola.”

Congress started to worry about the elections and began 
decreasing funding for the Navy’s war eff ort. As a result, there 
were a lot of Navy pilots with no airplanes to fl y. After going 
through training command, Ed was faced with the choice of wait-
ing for an uncertain fl ying spot or a program that allowed pilots 
to un-volunteer. 

Ed thought about his options. He decided to take a teaching 
and coaching job awaiting him in Jacksonville. Even though he 
loved the Navy, it just wasn’t in the cards, but fl ying still was.

As so happens with many of us, the responsibilities of family 
life kept Ed away from fl ying except for the occasional rental air-
plane he’d take up around Jacksonville. “I couldn’t justify 
spending money on fl ying when I had kids to raise,” he says. A 
move to central Florida for a new teaching and coaching position 
would change his fl ying fortune.

In 1982, Ed took the $10,000 in Veterans Aff airs money he’d 
received from the Navy and attended Fred Ayres’ crop dusting 
school in Albany, Georgia. During the 20 hours of dual he received 
in the school’s 450-hp PT-17 Stearman, he realized taildraggers 
were diff erent from anything else he’d fl own.

“One of the students on my golf team had a dad who was a P-51 
pilot in World War II,” Ed remembers. “He had a muck farm made 
out of swampland off  Lake Apopka. I ended up fl ying for him.”

“Th ere’s an old saying,” he says. “You’re never as smart as you 
think you are.” With several hundred hours of fl ight time under 
his belt, he thought he was a pretty profi cient pilot.

“Th at Stearman makes a man out of boys,” he says. “One of 
the school’s instructors was an ex-Air Force pilot named Jim 

Ed McCaskill brought his little Pitts S-1S to the 

2010 Sun ’n Fun Fly-In at Lakeland, Florida, 

with the intent of selling it. His purpose was to 

get as far away from the memories and hurt 

that haunted him daily after losing his 30-year-

old son, Chris, to a car accident on Valentine’s 

Day just two months prior. What Ed didn’t 

know was his pilgrimage would be the fi rst 

healing step on his road to recovery.

Chris (right) and Dad with Stearman, circa 1990.
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Carnes. He was a career ag-pilot. When he 
found out I learned to fl y in the Navy, that 
was it. He just had to prove he was better 
than me. In reality, he was abour 100 times 
better than me! On our fi rst fl ight, he got 
that Stearman down on the Flint River and 
showed me how to drag the tires in the 
river. I told him, ‘You win!’ Th en we fl ew 
under some power lines that went across 
the river, and I thought that was cool. Next 
we came upon a bridge. I thought, ‘Th ere 
ain’t no damn way he’s gonna go under that 
bridge. Th is is where I’m gonna die, right 
here.’ When we got to the bridge, he pulled 
straight up into the air…I was relieved and 
was also wondering what was going to hap-
pen next. At least I knew it wasn’t going to 
fi t under that bridge. So, he did a hammer-
head and came right back down. Th at was 
my introduction to the PT-17.”

Ed was encouraged to go to crop dusting 
school by a man named Leroy Brown. Leroy 
was a retired DC-10 captain who ran a crop 
dusting operation near Okeechobee and the 
Everglades back in the good old days.

“Leroy bought a B-17 off  somebody in 
Texas,” Ed recalls. “He’d already paid the 
money, but there was a lien on it, so they 
wouldn’t let him have it. So he got a ride out 
to Texas, went to the airport, and jumped in 
that B-17. He’d never fl own a B-17 in his life, 
but he cranked it up, took off  across the Gulf 
of Mexico, and landed in Miami. You can’t fl y 
a B-17 solo, but he did.”

After he got out of crop dusting school, 
Ed was envisioning a life of teaching and 
coaching, but fate changed things for him. 
One of Leroy’s pilots had crashed his Cessna 
188 after takeoff , destroying the airplane 
and nearly killing himself.

“Leroy said, ‘I need you up here,’” Ed says. 
“‘We’ve got customers, the insurance com-
pany is going to buy me a new Cessna 188, 
and we’ve got more work than we can han-
dle.’ I took a leave of absence from teaching 

in August of ’82 and made my entire teaching sal-
ary in six weeks of crop dusting.” 

One time, Ed hit power lines while dusting a 
fi eld because of a pretty girl in a convertible 
Mustang. “I dove into a fi eld I’d sprayed before, so 
I knew where the wires were,” remembers Ed. 
“Th e fi eld curved with the clay road, so after clear-
ing this little pond house, you’d kick the rudder 
and slip it in under the tall pines along the road. I 
was kicking the airplane around to follow the 
curve under the trees. When I kicked the nose 
around, the airplane was severely crabbing. At 
this time, the farmer’s daughter came around in a 
convertible Mustang. I saw her and she saw me 
and I said, ‘Damn!’ She saw me and my nose was 

“ I couldn’t justify 
spending money on 
flying when I had 
kids to raise.”
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pointed right at her. She thought I was 
going to hit her, so she went into the ditch. 
I was watching her, and then the back of my 
brain said, ‘Wires!’ I pulled up, kicked the 
rudder, and went through the wires. I was 
taught that if you see wires, jam the rudder 
so the prop hits at an angle like a big 
machete… it works. A little fi ling by the 
A&P and you’re back at it again.”

After landing, Ed called the farmer to 
ask if his daughter was all right. The 
farmer verified she was okay, but he had 
cut the power to one of his neighbor’s 
tobacco drying fans—the farmer who was 
affected was looking for a butt to chew. 
When the power company came by look-
ing for the culprit, Ed gave them the N 
number of the big winner in the previous 
night’s poker game. 

Fast-forward to the early 2000s. His children were grown, 
and Ed decided to build a Pitts Model 12 with his son Chris. 
He bought a kit from Kevin and Jim Kimball of Jim Kimball 
Enterprises and set to work building. Over the course of the 
next five years, the kit slowly came together. After hanging an 
engine on the front of the airplane, it was time to start think-
ing about covering it. 

“Around the end of ’07, we’d got it to where it was ready to 
be covered,” he says. “I really didn’t have the money to have it 
professionally covered, and I’m not a covering guy. Kevin 
Kimball was booked for two years solid, so I decided to put it 
up for sale and see what happened.” 

In 2007, the euro had about a 30 percent premium to the 
dollar. A guy from Sweden bought the plane for Ed’s asking 
price of $93,000. The best offer he could get stateside was 
$75,000. Selling the Model 12 gave Ed the funds he needed to 
buy an airplane that was already flying. 

In April of 2008, Ed traveled to Greer, South Carolina, to pick 
up a Pitts S-1S he read about in an ad. Scotty Seiler, the owner, 
had purchased the airplane in parts from the previous owner 
from up north and reassembled it with his father. Th en Scotty 
recovered the airplane and painted it in the red, white, and blue 
scheme you see on these pages. At fi rst, Ed didn’t like it.

“To be honest with you, I’d never seen a photo of the air-
plane before I bought it,” he says. “When I saw it I thought, 
‘Darn, that’s not the original Pitts paint scheme.’ But the more 
I hung around it and the more I saw it, the more I liked it.”

The airplane came with an aluminum Hartzell propeller, 
but Scotty had a Prince carbon-fiber prop that Ed decided to 
purchase with the airplane. After flying the airplane home 
and around the patch for about six hours, the engine needed 
some work. 

“I wasn’t happy with the way the engine performed, so I 
took it off and had it majored,” Ed said. “Scotty had received 
the engine as a “0” since major, but with 165 hours total 
time, it was burning oil.” Scotty helped with the cost of the 
new overhaul.

TOP: Ed has placed copies of the logbook 

entries under the clear coat on the cowl-

ing of his airplane. CENTER: The large bottle 

on right side cockpit fl oor is a halon fi re 

extinguisher.
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W hen Ed McCaskill parked his little 
Pitts S-1S at the aerobatic tent at 
Sun ’n Fun, no one suspected that 

it was the first Pitts S-1S. On closer inspection, 
it was revealed that Ed has placed copies of 
the logbooks under the clear coat on the left 
cowling, along with this message:

“Pitts S-1S Prototype designed by Curtis 
Pitts. Built by Curtis Pitts and Hale Andrews 
Homestead, Florida 1966-67. First test flight by 
Curtis June 1967. This aircraft was the first S-1S 
prototype, featuring symmetrical wings and 
extended fuselage.

“Flown by several notable championship 
pilots in IAC contests, including the 1976 World 
Championships; Kiev, U.S.S.R.”

Along with the test-flight entries by 
Curtis Pitts, there are quite a few big names 
who owned and flew N714H. Shortly after 
performing the first test flights, the Pitts 
was sold to three gentlemen and taken up 
north. Ed wrote current IAC historian Mike 
Heuer to see if he could find out more about 
the airplane and its owners. Mike’s answer 
was enlightening.

“I can remember 
when Manny Peck, Bob 
Davis, and Verne Jobst 
bought the airplane,” Mike 
remembers.  “They brought 
it to my Dad’s airstrip in 
Sugar Grove, Illinois, that 
year (1970). They called the 
airplane ‘Tres Hombres,’ but 
it was Verne and Bob who 
flew it the most. Dad, of 
course, tried it on as well. 
Bob later bought the other partners out—and 
kept it for quite some time. I forget whom he 
sold it to, but I am sure the logbook shows that.

“The May 9, 1971, logbook entry you 
mentioned was required at that time by IAC 
rules—all ‘amateur-built’ aircraft flown in IAC 
competition had to have it—it has long since been 
dropped. (On 5/9/71 the logs read as follows. ‘This 
aircraft has been flight tested in accordance with 
IAC contest rule book and found satisfactory. R L. 
Heuer IAC #2’) And yes, it was the S-1S prototype 
as you mention. Really a historic aircraft!

“I had forgotten that Dad used N714H to 
fly for his Achievement Awards—the Awards 
program had just been introduced, and Dad was 
the first to get them.”

Among the names written in the logbooks, 
Soucy and Poberezny may be found. 

Ed McCaskill may bring “Tres Hombres” to 
AirVenture 2010. If he does, we’ll dive a little 
deeper into the story with some of the guys who 
flew the airplane. You can read a little bio about 
the early days from Tom Poberezny himself here: 
http://tinyurl.com/35s3roa.

“Tres Hombres”



12   Sport Aerobatics  July 2010

While the engine was being worked on, Ed began reworking the air-
frame. He removed all the sheet metal, stripped the paint, reprimed the 
metal, and repainted it. Ed eventually built a new cowling out of carbon 
fi ber that came out 5 pounds lighter than the one he’d removed. Next 
came the seat. He took it out and made a carbon-fi ber drop seat and 
back that gave him an inch-and-a-half each of head and leg room. Th e 
instrument panel was removed, toggle switches eliminated and rede-
signed to accommodate a Garmin 496 and an engine analyzer. Fairings 
came next.

“Kevin Kimball told 
me you had to put fairings 
on the wing roots and 
gear to eliminate shaking 
and vibration that 
resulted when I’d pull to 
the vertical,” Ed said. 
“Steve Wolf of Wolf 
Aircraft taught me how to 
build the fairings in order to make the wing root area more aerody-
namic. If you’re buying or building a Pitts, those two guys are probably 
in the top 10 most knowledgeable people out there.”

At the end of February 2009, the engine fi nally came back from 
overhaul. He pickled the engine knowing he wasn’t going to fl y it right 
away. Ed was trying to get the airplane ready for Sun ’n Fun but didn’t 
make it. He and his son made a try for EAA AirVenture Oshkosh that 
summer, but the truck Chris was going to drive up from Florida blew its 
transmission. Th ey fi xed it with about a week to spare, but then that 
blew out, too. So Oshkosh was out as well.

On Valentine’s Day 2010, Chris was killed when his truck skid-
ded into a tree.

“After my son died, I was going to give up,” Ed says. “I was just going 
to sell everything and get out of it. I told my neighbor, who’s a retired 
FAA and aerobatic guy. He told me, ‘Ed, don’t just throw it all away. 
Time will heal. Go to Sun ’n Fun. It’ll be a good distraction for you.’”

“Chris helped me put that airplane back together and was involved 
with it,” Ed continues. “Our goal was that he would end up fl ying it one 
day and maybe competing in it.” 

Ed arrived at Sun ’n 
Fun with a heavy 
heart and a 
beautiful airplane.

BELOW: Ed’s “Tres Hombres” (son Chris, granddaughter 

Alexis, and their pug Bruzer) ready to hang the engine 

on their Model 12. RIGHT: Sun ‘n Fun was just the pre-

scription Ed needed.
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Ed arrived at Sun ’n Fun with a heavy heart and a beauti-
ful airplane.

“I guess I was kind of selfi sh,” Ed says. “I thought, ‘Th is 
ain’t fair.’ My best buddy and my business partner, the guy I 
went fi shing with…All of that was gone, and I was in the 
dumps. I decided I’d go to Sun ’n Fun, but I was going to put a 
for-sale sign on the airplane. But when I got down there, peo-
ple started talking to me and making me smile. I helped put 
up the Acro tent, and then we started talking about airplanes 
and I began seeing people I hadn’t seen in a while. It kind of 
distracted me from feeling sorry for myself.” 

While sitting at the aerobatic tent, somebody told Ed to 
enter his airplane for judging. He went over to the antique 
area first, but they said a plane built in 1967 is too new. The 
next day, having forgotten the subject, someone asked if 
he’d entered the airplane.

“So I went over to the homebuilt area 
and sat down with some super nice people,” 
he says. “Th ey asked if I built it, and I said 
that myself and another guy restored it. 
Th ey asked who built it, and I said, ‘Well, 
Curtis Pitts built it.’ Th ey said it was a home-
built and went ahead and registered it. Th ey 
told me to put this registration card on the 
propeller, so I threw the thing on the prop 
and forgot about it.”

On Saturday morning, Ed had the good 
fortune to be invited by an old friend, Tom 
Sheehan, to help crew a balloon launch. 
After the balloon was infl ated, Tom told him 
to hop in. At fi rst, he hesitated; Ed is terri-
fi ed of heights. He hopped in anyway and 
had what he described as a super cool time.

Arriving back at the aerobatic tent after 
his balloon fl ight, one of the volunteers told 
Ed there was a note on his plane and he bet-
ter check it out. “Oh crap, what did I do 
now?” he worried. “I go over and there is a 
sign that says, “‘Congratulations; you’ve 
won best homebuilt biplane.’ Th at evening, 
after I got the award, I pointed to the sky 
and said, ‘Th anks, Curtis.’ I’m the one who 
received the award, but it was Curtis Pitts 
who built the thing.” 

Ed was glad he decided to come to Sun ’n 
Fun. His experience changed him for the 
better. “Th e people in the aerobatic tent 
took me in and made me feel like a pseudo 
volunteer,” he remembers fondly. “It was the 
fi rst time I ever camped out at Sun ’n Fun, 
so that was great. One evening, I arrived 
back at the camp ground and Dale Evans 
(IAC Chapter 12) invited me over to his 
camp for steaks. I sat down at the picknick 
table next to another old dude like me. I had 
never met Paul before that evening, but as 
fate would have it, we spent most of the eve-
ning talking about our sons who had 
recently ‘gone west.’ Talking with Paul Lopez 
Sr. was another healing moment for me I’ll 
never forget.”

“Wow, what a week.” Ed remembers. 
“Th e photo shoot came up, I got to go on the 
balloon ride, and the Pitts won the award. It 
was like some doctor had written a prescrip-
tion of how to get this guy out of the blues. I 
came out of there a totally diff erent person, 
and it didn’t cost me anything. I now have a 
diff erent attitude. I talk to my son now. I 
say, ‘Hey, I’m going to go fl y the Pitts, and 
I’ll be up there a little closer to you.’ I look at 
the positive aspects of life now.” IAC
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40 Years of 
IAC History

– Part I –

THE YEAR 2010 IS the 40th anniversary of IAC’s 
formation and what an amazing four decades these 

have been.  It has been a privilege and honor to have 
been involved in our organization in all of those 

years, to have attended the early meetings where the 
club was formed and its founding principles were 

hammered out, to play a part in implementing those 
ideas, and to help create new programs and plans for 

IAC that have made it a success for all these years.  
We have a lot to celebrate.

BY MIKE HEUER

IAC #4 & IAC HISTORIAN
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But the historical details aside for a moment, I would ask 
IAC members to refl ect on the state of sport aviation and aero-
batics a little over 40 years ago in order to appreciate how far 
we have come and how much we have today. 

I attended my fi rst aerobatic contest in Ottumwa, Iowa, in 
the Fall of 1965 with my father, Bob Heuer.  It was held in con-
junction with the Antique Airplane Association’s annual fl y-In 
and while aerobatics back then was fl own in a lot of antique 
aircraft, it really didn’t have much to do with AAA’s activities 
back then, but thanks to the foresight of Robert Taylor, its 
president, and the work of a few others, it had become one of 
the few aerobatic competitions on the North American conti-
nent.  Th at year, the only other competition was in Reno, 
Nevada – the US Nationals – held in conjunction with the air 

races there.  For those really eager to compete, there was not 
much on off er.  As a matter of note, the AAA contest that year 
was directed by Richard Bach who later went on to write 
Jonathan Livingston Seagull and was employed by AAA for a 
brief time to edit its magazine.  Th e rules were printed on one 
sheet of paper, and the Aresti system was unknown to anyone 
outside of those who had competed internationally.  

In 1966, what was to prove an incredibly important series 
of events took place which laid the groundwork for IAC.  First, 
Paul Poberezny decided that EAA should have its own aero-
batic contest in conjunction with the fl y-In in Rockford, 
Illinois.  It was subsequently held in Harvard, Illinois, and 
attracted quite a few competitors – over 20 as I recall, which 
was an amazing turnout in those days.  Ideas started to gel 
– and again, though rules were scant, three categories fl ew at 
Harvard that year – Primary, Advanced, and Professional (later 
to become Unlimited).  

Paul was also quite intent on keeping aerobatics safe, espe-
cially if fl own in homebuilts and airplanes like the Smith 
Miniplane and the Pitts S-1C were appearing on the scene.  
Others were on the drawing boards and Paul, being the vision-
ary he always was, saw the day coming when competition 
aerobatics would be dominated by homebuilts.  He formed a 
committee within EAA called the “Precision Flying Division” 
and Bill Dodd of the Chicago area was its fi rst chairman.  In 
later years, those duties were turned over to James Morgan, a 
TWA pilot who also lived in the Chicago area.  While the divi-
sion did not have any members, it was the beginning of 
bringing people together in the EAA family who shared this 
common interest, to talk, discuss, develop, and to keep an eye 
on any government initiatives which might squelch the use of 
homebuilts for aerobatics.  In fact, during the 1960s, the FAA 
did issue a proposed rule that would prohibit aerobatics in 
homebuilts. But thanks to the work of EAA and its aerobatic 
community, it never came to fruition, which we can now be 
very thankful for – as there likely would have been no IAC.  Th e 
EAA Aerobatic Contest continued at Harvard through 1969 
and brought most of the people active in aerobatics together 
on this small, rural grass airfi eld.

TOP: A shot taken at the 1969 EAA Aerobatic Contest in Harvard, Illinois.  Shown are Pappy Spinks (then president of ACA), Bob Heuer (in a 

few months the fi rst president of the newly formed IAC), and Curtis Pitts. ABOVE: Fond du Lac 1970 competitors



ANOTHER CLUB 
On a parallel front, the Aerobatic Club of 
America was also formed in the mid-1960s 
and immediately became a Division of the 
National Aeronautic Association  thereby 
taking responsibility for the US Aerobatic 
Team’s participation in World 
Championships and the organiza-
tion of the U.S. 
Nationals.  Th ings 
continued to 
come together.  
U.S. Teams were 
participating in 
WAC –since the 
fi rst year in 1960 
when a lone 
American, Frank 
Price, was the only 
pilot there represent- ing the 
United States.  Later in the 1960’s, full 
U.S. Teams were fi elded and competed in 
such locations as Bilbao, Spain; Moscow, 
USSR; and Magdeburg, East Germany. 

In 1967, another aerobatic luminary 
appeared on the scene – M. H. “Pappy” 
Spinks of Ft. Worth, Texas.  Pappy was a 
Texas industrialist. His company, M. H. 
Spinks Enterprises, rebuilt military heli-
copters destined for Vietnam and he also 
owned what was then the largest private 
collection of aerobatic aircraft in the world.  
He seemed to have one of everything.  

Pappy assumed the mantle of ACA 
president around that time, sponsored an 
“All America” competition at Oak Grove 
airport in Texas that year, put some 
resources into ACA, and moved the 
Nationals to Texas in 1968.  Th e U. S. 
Nationals was fi nally a “stand alone” event 
of its own and no longer a part of some-
thing else.  In the winter of 1967 and 1968, 
the fi rst ACA rulebook was written, and at 
the time, this was revolutionary – aerobat-
ics fi nally had a set of standardized rules 
everyone could understand and use.  
Th ough there were now just a few more 
aerobatic contests on the calendar, with 
events added in Monroe, Louisiana (under 
Marion Cole’s direction) and Aurora, 
Illinois (with Bob Heuer in charge), it was 
good to have a set of rules instead of each 
event making up it’s own.  

However, while all this was taking 
place, trouble was also brewing.  Th ough 
Pappy was putting a lot of energy and 

money into the sport, the ACA was per-
ceived by some as not being a 
democratic organization, and being the 
self-made businessman that he was, 
there was not a lot of room for dissent.  
Due to the dissatisfaction that some in 
the sport had with the Nationals 

in 1968, Bob Heuer led an 
eff ort at the 1969 

annual meeting of 
ACA in Texas to elect 

a new president 
and to introduce 

several resolu-
tions to alter 

the by-laws to 
make ACA into some-

thing more democratic.  Th ese 
eff orts were defeated – a rather long 
story – and Bob Heuer, Don Taylor, 
Duane Cole, and others decided it was 
time for a new organization under the 
EAA umbrella.

EAA START UP
In the Fall of 1969, Bob Heuer and Don 
Taylor approached Paul Poberezny 
about forming a new, formal 

organization within the EAA structure 
that went beyond what had previously 
been done and to begin building a mem-
bership, new programs, chapters, and 
competitions.  It was to be what the IAC 
founders called a “grassroots” organiza-
tion – a part of IAC’s culture that has 
survived to this day.  Paul agreed and 
off ered the full resources of EAA to 
make it succeed, even loaning us a few 
hundred dollars to get it going and 
opening the pages of Sport Aviation 
magazine to attract members from 
within EAA.  Bob became the IAC’s fi rst 
president with Don as the vice presi-
dent.  Everyone involved in those early 
years had been EAA members for quite 
a long time and had become known to 
each other – and friends – as a result of 
the EAA contests at Harvard as well as 
the AAA contest in Ottumwa.  Th e hard-
core work began.  

By-laws were written with the help 
of an EAA member attorney in 
Milwaukee, Fritz Reidenbach.  Over 
several weeks, the small group of IAC 
founders assembled to write the new 
IAC rulebook with my father even 
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calling a meeting on New Year’s Day, 1970.  A temporary num-
ber of Offi  cers were appointed, pending the fi rst election, with 
an incredible array of talent –  Bonnie Poberezny, Secretary; 
Tom Poberezny, Treasurer; and Directors L. Paul Soucy, 
Marion Cole, Jim Lacey, John Lumley, Paul Poberezny, and 
Jim Dees.  Telephone calls back and forth between Hales 
Corners, Wisconsin (EAA’s headquarters), and Maple Park, 
Illinois (our home), were occurring daily as the organizational 
and logistical details of founding a new organization were 
worked out.  It was an exhilarating time.

By March of 1970, the rulebook was distributed (free of 
charge to members), a newsletter published, and seven IAC 
Chapters formed (one of which was in Canada).  Like EAA, IAC 
was to be an international organization which included non-
U.S. members and chapters.  We learned a lot of very good 
lessons from EAA’s success, including the formation of chap-
ters and regional competitions, all a part of our new “grass 
roots” culture.  While the new IAC rules did include a section 
on Unlimited, ACA continued to host the Nationals and select 
and promote the U.S. Aerobatic Team.  

Th e calendar of events began fi lling up rapidly, and with 
new chapters in charge, a new schedule of regional competi-
tions began to be organized.  It was a wonderful development 
for those who had to fl y hundreds, if not thousands, of miles 
just to fl y in an aerobatic contest, which was the situation in 
the pre-IAC days.  Th e fi rst IAC-sanctioned competition took 
place in Lansing, Illinois, in the spring of 1970.  

During that year, EAA itself also made a momentous 
decision: to move its rapidly growing fly-in (now known as 
AirVenture) to Oshkosh, Wisconsin.  Up through 1969, the 
EAA aerobatic contests had continued in Harvard, Illinois, 
but with IAC newly formed and EAA moving, it became 
time to start another larger competition in conjunction 
with the fly-in.  Paul Poberezny suggested to my father that 
we visit Fond du Lac, Wisconsin and talk to the airport 
manager, Will Haase, about having a major aerobatic com-
petition there.  Fond du Lac was just twenty miles south of 
Oshkosh and at the southern tip of Lake Winnebago and a 
perfect site.  Will Haase soon became an IAC member and a 
strong supporter of aerobatics for the many years he con-
tinued as airport manager in Fond du Lac.  That 
competition became the focus of our contest year and con-
tinued through 1998 when it was discontinued for financial 
reasons, though many of us miss its camaderie even today.  
But in 1970, it was one of IAC’s focal points and was first 
known as the “EAA International Aerobatic Contest” and 
later the “IAC Championships”.

ABOUT THE RULES 
As mentioned earlier, the fi rst EAA aerobatic contests 
employed categories named Primary, Advanced, and 
Professional.  In 1968, when the fi rst ACA rulebook was 
issued, these categories were changed to Primary, Advanced, 
and Unlimited.  IAC’s founders, however, were not happy 
with this category system and my father felt that “Primary” 
was not an appropriate name for the entry level category.  

TOP: Bill Dodd with his Ryan ST-M N11D in the 1960s.  Bill was a pio-

neer airshow and competition pilot who took on the chairmanship 

of EAA’s Precision Flying Division, the precursor to IAC. CENTER: IAC’s 

fi rst president, Bob Heuer, in his Pitts S-1S, N442X.  This aircraft was 

fl own by both Bob and his son, Mike, in competition that year and 

later went on to win the World Championships in 1972 in the skilled 

hands of Charlie Hillard. LOWER: An early meeting of some of the 

key people in the Chicago area who were active in EAA’s aerobatic 

division and later became instrumental in bringing IAC into being.  

Bill Dodd (second from left) is seen showing the new ACA rulebook 

to Mike Heuer, Bob Heuer, Carroll Dietz, John Gosney, unknown, and 

James Morgan. OPPOSITE: Mike Heuer (IAC #4) and Jim Lacey (IAC #6) 

discussing contest details at Fond du Lac.

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY MIKE HEUER
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Th e name “Sportsman” was his idea 
though it actually originated from a local 
stock car track we frequented which had 
its own Sportsman races as well.  He 
thought it was a great name for a true 
“grassroots” category.  Th ere was also a 
strong feeling that the jump between 
Sportsman and Advanced was far too 
great, so the new “Intermediate” cate-
gory was created.  Th is meant that the 
1970 IAC rules had four categories.  
“Basic” (which is now called Primary 
– amazing how history repeats itself) did 
not come for many years later, and glider 

aerobatic categories did not appear on 
the scene until the mid-1980s.  Th e 
Aresti system, which was relatively new 
at the time, was adopted as the stan-
dard, as it had been internationally for 
several years.  Th e availability of Aresti 
catalogues continued to be a problem 
until IAC began printing them by agree-
ment with Jose L. Aresti in 1981.  

And by the way, in those years, 
there was no e-mail, Internet, comput-
ers for scoring, or even fax machines.  
Communication was either by tele-
phone or letter.  But an amazing 
amount of work was done and in a very 
few short months.  

Soon to come that year were Judges 
Schools, a technical safety program called 
IAC Malfunction and Defects Program, 
and even new jackets, hats, and decals.  
But the key to IAC’s early success in those 
months could be better understood today 
by the points Bob Heuer made in an arti-
cle he wrote in the March 1970 Sport 
Aviation magazine, as follows:

“The goal for membership is 500 by 
the time we get to the EAA International 
Aerobatic Contest at Fond du Lac.  
However, a person does not have to nec-
essarily be an aerobatic pilot or own an 
aerobatic airplane.  The Club not only 
needs pilots, but it also needs enthusias-
tic people to serve on Technical 
Committees, as Judges, as contest offi-
cials, etc.  Our Club is open to everyone 
who is interested in aerobatics.”  

He meant every word and since 
then, IAC has instituted a wide ranging 
awards program to recognize those who 
contribute to our organization all the 
way up to the Hall of Fame.  As 
Napoleon once said, “Give me enough 
ribbon and I will build you an army.”  
Yet it wasn’t just recognition people 
were looking for then – it was a chance 
to be a part of something bigger, some-
thing important, something worthwhile 
and fun.  For aerobatic enthusiasts in 
the United States, and around the world 
– that became IAC. IAC
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THESE DAYS I GET a lot of students from 
Spain. Th ey come by themselves, or they come 
to train along with a friend. It’s no more than 
two at a time because, by my own methods, I 
take on only two students at a time. Th ey 
jump on a fl ight from Madrid, land in Atlanta, 
and drive the rest of the way to Sky Country 
Lodge. Th ey stay for about fi ve days and take 
all the training a person can consume without 
busting at the seams.

Th e funny thing is, before last year, I had 
never trained a pilot from Spain. I get stu-
dents from just about everywhere. Obviously 
a lot of people come from the southeast, then 
all across the United States and Canada, and a 
few from Europe. Since all I have to off er is a 
southern version of the English language, it’s 
up to my clients to determine our prospects of 
having good communication. Th anks to the 
international requirement to speak English to 
get a pilot certifi cate, most of my clients have 
already shouldered the burden to make our 
communication possible.

Our pilot friends from other countries fi nd 
the schools they would like to visit on the 
World Wide Web. I can assure you they don’t 
come to my school because they can’t fi nd 
quality instruction in their home countries; 

it’s simple economics. Most live in the land of 
$15 per gallon of avgas, strangling airspace, 
and airport user fees and other government 
restrictions that make our aviation scene look 
like an open frontier. Th e cost of crossing an 
ocean and a few nights lodging doesn’t put a 
dent in the comparable cost of fl ying at home. 
Th ey lack good schools not from the lack of 
qualifi ed pilot instructors, but from their 
inability to off er training at a price that will 
support such a business. Count your blessings. 

EXCHANGE STUDENT
My connection to Spain came in early ’09 
when Miguel Larraga contacted me. Miguel 
had tried to pursue a passion for aerobatics at 
a school near his home. Th e cost was tough, 
but the availability of instruction was worse. 
So, Miguel bought his own Super Decathlon 
from the United States and had it imported.

It was a bold move. Just the task of getting 
the aircraft registered and approved for fl ight 
in Spain is a bureaucratic nightmare. To make 
it worse, he was in the land of Extras and CAP 
231s. Th e local competition pilots turned 
their noses up at the little Super D. One such 
pilot told him it wouldn’t do a slow roll! 
Miguel felt like he had just bought an 

Miguel over Spain in his Super Decathlon.
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Ercoupe. Th e fi nal straw came when, 
after no one would train him, he tried to 
teach himself. Th at led him to the Web 
and eventually to me.

In the fi rst e-mail, Miguel told me he 
had about 30 hours in his Super 
Decathlon and wanted to perform in his 
local air show. He had not yet done a 
hammerhead, and from his description, 
he was only doing aileron rolls. I had this 
horrifi c image of some poor fellow try-
ing to do low-level aerobatics in some far 
away place with no idea of what he was 
trying to do. He was at least asking for 
training, and I wanted him here even if 
it was to at least talk him out of doing an 
air show right now.

When I say, “I can’t get enough of it,” 
it’s just an expression. For Miguel, it is fact, 
so a 10-hour aerobatic course to him is like 
a feast. Miguel came to my school with a 
smattering of dual instruction in his past 
and some harrowing experiences trying to 
teach himself aerobatics. He arrived ready 
to learn with enthusiasm that would wear 

the ears off  the Energizer bunny! 
First came the language thing. 

Miguel spoke very good English. To my 
delight, I discovered that in translation 
an air show was the same as a 
Sportsman aerobatic contestsa! He had 
no intentions of doing anything low. A 
happy man with a beautiful wife and 
kids, he had every intention of being 

around for them. So with that issue 
behind us we discussed his real goals 
over a big dinner, getting some of the 
kinks out of our communications and 
making a plan.

Typical of any ambitious student, 
we were looking at the minimum time 
to get Miguel ready for his upcoming 

contest. He had less than 90 days to pre-
pare, and I had about 10 hours of dual to 
get a doable program kick-started. To 
our advantage, Miguel had been fl ying 
his Super Decathlon quite a lot. Even 
though he had some bad habits develop-
ing, his willingness to learn helped him 
fi nd the right direction. Every training 
program follows a hilly route of fast rises 
while learning, followed by fl at plateaus 
while the brain and muscles slow down 
to absorb it all before soaring off  again. 
When you’re having to push toward a 
deadline, the air gets fi lled with tension 
while things progress with diffi  culty and 
then fi lls with celebration when the light 
comes on and things suddenly improve. 
It’s a roller-coaster ride every time, and 
you have no guarantee of the ending.

Between my southern backyard 
cooking and Miguel’s Spanish wine, we 
recapped each day with stories and 
reviews over the dinner table. Th is is 
where great friendships are made and 
the reason I love what I do at Sky 

. . . a 10-hour aero-

batic course to him 

is like a feast.
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Country Lodge. Th e style here isn’t scheduled 
lessons, but rather full-time personal train-
ing. We spend all day together briefi ng as 
long as it takes and fl ying when we’re ready 
to fl y. We take breaks by retreating to our 
laptops for e-mail or whatever relaxes us. 
When mentally ready, we get back at it.

When the training was over, Miguel was 
ready to proceed. But here’s what he 
couldn’t know right then. Instructors teach 
you to go out there and progress. We don’t 
and we surely can’t make you good at any-
thing. All we can do is give you the tools 
you need to move on. I tell my students, 
“You can’t drop by Arnold Palmer’s house 
on the way to the Masters and have him 
make you a winner.” He can show you the 
moves, but only you can do the practice. 
Miguel went back to Spain and put in 25 
hours of practice!

In June of last year I was sitting in a little 
restaurant in Kokomo, Indiana, having a meal 
with a group of pilots I was to teach some 
basic aerobatics to. My cell phone rang, and 
since I am the only receptionist for my busi-
ness, I did the impolite thing and answered it. 
It was Miguel. When Miguel is excited he talks 
in one long run-on sentence that leaves no 
possible way to get a word in edgewise. He had 
just completed the fi rst round of the La 
Axarquia aerobatic contest and, without a 
doubt, was in fi rst place. In fact, he had the 
highest percentile of anyone in the whole con-
test, all categories included. He sounded like 
he was about to wet his pants! I had to ask 
him the most important question, “Is the guy 
there who told you a Super Decathlon couldn’t 
slow roll?” Miguel wasn’t in that guy’s cate-
gory, but he did have a higher percentage 
score! Success can be really sweet.

Table 1: First Contest Table 3: Third Contest

Table 2: Second Contest
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Stay connected with IAC’s 
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world of aerobatics on the 
web, in our new e-newsletter!

T b ib

Miguel (blue Super D) out playing with friends.

Contest in Santarem, Portugal.

FIRST CONTEST

It was an amazing fi rst contest. 
Miguel did what many of us do in 
our fi rst experience in the box; he 
got really excited and made a big 
mistake in round two. He fi nished 
the contest with second place in 
Sportsman, a magnifi cent accom-
plishment. His second contest was in 
Santarem, Portugal, where he beat 
out a Zlin 50, CAP 10B, and a Yak-52 
for fi rst place.

SECOND CONTEST

Finally, Miguel did well in his third 
contest, and that gave him the 
points to win fi rst place overall in 
total points for the season. A local 
aviation magazine picked up on his 
“rags-to-riches” story and published 
a great article on the whole adven-
ture. Miguel was very kind and 
mentioned the start he got here, 
hence the onset of new Spanish stu-
dents! He has since jumped ahead 
and purchased a CAP 231 (much to 
my displeasure!). 

THIRD CONTEST 

AND OVERALL RESULTS

To me Miguel proved a point. 
Doing well in this great sport 
depends on attitude and persever-
ance far more than fancy 
equipment. While someone might 
want to dampen your enthusiasm 
for whatever their reason might be, 
in the end it is our own responsi-
bility to muster up the enthusiasm 
and have a winning spirit.

Miguel earned his success with 
lots of good ol’ hard practice. He 
made me a success in Spain by rec-
ommending my training, and I owe 
that to him. Some great students 
from Spain are a blessing in 
this economy! Miguel’s Super 
Decathlon was bought by the com-
petitor that was flying the Yak-52 
in Portugal, and he is using it to 
start the first aerobatic school 
there. I have had the pleasure to be 
a part of that new start. I hope to 
share some of those great experi-
ences soon. IAC
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

for these upcoming 
contests. A complete list and 
the latest calendar are at 
www.IAC.org. 

And if you’re hosting a 
contest, let the world know 
by posting it there!

// 12th Annual Okie Dust Devil (South Central)

Friday, July 9 - Saturday, July 10, 2010

Location: Weatherford-Thomas P. Staff ord (KOJA): Weatherford, OK

Tel: 580-774-9176 • E-Mail: creswell@classicnet.net

// Green Mountain Aerobatic Contest (Northeast)

Friday, July 9 - Sunday, July 11, 2010

Location: Hartness State Airport (KVSF): North Springfi eld, VT

E-Mail: wsgordon@earthlink.net

Website: www.iac35.aerobaticsweb.org

// Michigan Aerobatic Open (Mid-America)

Saturday, July 10 - Sunday, July 11, 2010

Location: Jackson County - Reynolds Field (KJXN): Jackson, MI

Tel: 734-255-2263 • E-Mail: rtbutts@live.com

// Salem Regional Aerobatic Contest (Mid-America)

Saturday, July 17 - Sunday, July 18, 2010

Location: Salem/Leckrone Airport (KSLO): Salem, IL

Tel: 314-369-3723 • E-Mail: bruceballew@earthlink.net

// Kathy Jaff e Challenge (Northeast)

Friday, August 6 - Sunday, August 8, 2010

Location: Flying W Airport Resort (N14): Lumberton, NJ

Tel: 732-671-6483  E-Mail: bubbaron@comcast.net

Website: www.iac52.org

// Hill Country Hammerfest (South Central)

Friday, August 6 - Saturday, August 7, 2010

Location: Llano Municipal (AQO): Llano, TX

Tel: 512-497-9656 • E-Mail: acroguy@aol.com

// Hoosier Hoedown (Mid-America)

Saturday, August 7 - Sunday, August 8, 2010

Location: Kokomo Municipal Airport (OKK): Kokomo, IA

Tel: 765-864-0096 • E-Mail: mike.wild@comcast.net

Website: www.hoosierhammerheads.org

// Beaver State Regional Championship (Northwest)

Friday, August 13 - Saturday, August 14, 2010

Location: Eastern Oregon Regional At Pendleton (PDT): Pendleton, OR 

Tel: 503-472-8017 • E-Mail: fl yhran@aol.com

// Doug Yost Challenge (Mid-America)

Saturday, August 14 - Sunday, August 15, 2010

Location: Spencer Municipal Airport (KSPW): Spencer, IA

Tel: 712-335-0744 • E-Mail: Aaron.mccartan@gmail.com

Website: www.iac78.org

// Harold Neumann Barnstormer (South Central)

Saturday, August 28 - Sunday, August 29, 2010

Location: New Century AirCenter (KIXD): New Century, KS

Tel: (913) 369-5569 • E-Mail: Grant.Wittenborn@gmail.com

Website: www.iac15.org

// East Coast Aerobatic Contest (Northeast)

Friday, September 3 - Sunday, September 5, 2010

Location: Warrenton-Fauquier Airport (KHWY): Midland, VA

Tel: 703-618-4132 • E-Mail: s.francis@ieee.or

// Happiness is Delano 2010 (Southwest)

Saturday, September 4 - Sunday, September 5, 2010

Location: Delano Municipal Airport (KDLO): Delano, CA

Tel: 661-917-4573  • E-Mail: 1jkhowell_1954@sbcglobal.net

Website: www.IACChapter26.org

// Rebel Regional (Southeast)

Friday, September 10 - Saturday, September 11, 2010

Location: Everett-Stewart Regional (KUCY): Union City, TN

Tel: 731-420-4053 • E-Mail: nagriffi  n36@charter.net

// Tequila Cup (Southwest)

Friday, November 12 - Saturday, November 13, 2010

Location: Marana NW Regional Airport (AVQ): Marana, AZ

Tel: 603-860-4456 • E-Mail: tequilacup@gmail.com

PHOTO COURTESY EQUIPE DE VOLTIGE
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AIRCRAFT

Pitts S1-S project for sale.  Lost my medical, 
disassembled airplane.  Checked and recovered 
wings and fuselage, built new firewall.  Has 
Lycoming IO-360 W 450 hrs Spring Gear, modified 
seatbelt attachment, many extras.  Call Alan 
Douglas 408-227-3117 or adougmdoug@
sbcglobal.net for more info – photos.

Ultralight, 1984 Tierra 27hp 277 Rotex, less than 
60 hrs. Located at North Freedom, WI. Asking 
$4.5K Call 608-477-2729 or 920-209-5968

MISCELLANEOUS

Sukhoi 29 - Gear leg adaptors for Cleveland 
wheel and brake conversions. Call Pete at 
520-906-0770.

www.aerolist.org, Aviation’s Leading 
Marketplace

Are you tired of hauling to EAA every year?  
Storage units available for rent as low as $50/
month less than 1 mile from EAA grounds.  
Call Todd @ (920)850-0502.

PARACHUTES

Great Deals on New & Used Parachutes. Silver 
Parachute Sales is a name you have trusted 
since 1972. When service counts, it pays to shop 
around. Largest dealer for SOFTIE parachutes. 
FAA Master Rigger and Examiner. 510-785-7070 
Allen@silverparachutes.com. For prices, safety 
articles and other services, visit 
www.SilverParachutes.com

Parachute Shop, Don Mayer’s Factory authorized 
for Strong, Squadron, Softie, National, Aviator, 
Used Parachutes, Repairs and Repacking, Master 
Riggers Services 800-872-2488, 978-433-8550, 
www.parachuteshop.com.

REAL ESTATE

River Fly-In Condominium, Merritt Island, 
Florida, now taking reservations.  The ultimate 
heaven on earth for pilots and boaters.  
www.riverflyin.com.  Phone 321-636-6631.

SERVICES

Biplane Builder Ltd.  Restoration, fabric, paint, 
fabrications, paperwork. with 53 completed 
projects, Wacos, Moths, Champs, Pitts etc.  Test 
flights and delivery.  Indiana 812-343-8879 
mike@biplanebuilder.com 
www.biplanebuilder.com



HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT of jumping from an airplane 
just for fun? Th ere are lots of folks who do this; I am not 
one of them. In fact, I don’t think jumping from an air-
borne aircraft for any reason sounds like a good idea. 
However, there are times when it is absolutely necessary 
in order to preserve the lives of the aircraft occupants, 
but this should be the last option at the bottom of a 
very long list of to-do’s prior to any aerobatic fl ight.

Leaving an aircraft in fl ight should be a “yes” or “no” 
sort of decision. If we choose “no,” then we have no risk. 
If we choose “yes,” then we have many things to consider. 
In the case of voluntary or recreational sky diving where 
we choose “no,” we have no chance of loss. If we choose 
“yes,” then we have infi nite possibilities for loss—to our-
selves and to other people. If we choose “no,” then we 
have prevented all chances of loss; if we choose “yes,” 
then we have to work to mitigate or lessen those chances 
of loss. Sky diving normally requires a parachute, an 
excellent option to lessen the chance of loss for you. 
Tandem training, using a reputable sky diving operation 
that performs good aircraft maintenance, and lots of dual 
jump instruction all can help lessen the chance of your 
own injuries or injuries that you might cause to others 
during your experience. Th ese are all good ways to help 
your sky diving experience be one with few or no injuries 
to you or others, and your due diligence is paramount to 
making the experience loss-free.

So why should fl ying an aerobatic aircraft be any 
diff erent from sky diving for the fi rst time? Selection 
of an aircraft; deciding if the weather is appropriate for 
fl ying; identifying that you are physically fi t to fl y; feel-
ing comfortable with your current level of training; 
and fi nally ensuring that the condition of your aircraft 
is appropriate are all considerations in your personal 
loss prevention program. Have you contemplated 
every scenario? Have you done everything you can to 
make sure a loss does not happen? Probably not.

You buy insurance for those times when you missed 
something or a loss takes place for which you have no 
control. Once you have decided to participate in any 
risky activity, and you have done all you can do to mini-
mize your chances of losses, insurance is often the next 
component of any personal risk management program. 

Here is where you make sure that your losses are cov-
ered by someone else; you pay a known premium in 
advance to someone else in order to transfer the risk of 
fi nancial responsibility of your loss to them, i.e., an 
insurance company. It could be in the form of health 
insurance for your injuries, or disability insurance for 
your future inability to work, or life insurance for your 
death. It could also be in the form of hull insurance for 
damage to your aircraft after you jumped out, or it could 
be in the form of liability insurance for damages or inju-
ries you do to other people. Th e fact is, insurance is a 
conscious decision to move your fi nancial risk or chance 
of loss to someone else, and subsequently there is a cost 

to do so. You can choose 
to personally absorb all 
chances of loss by deal-
ing with your injuries 
and paying all those you 
might owe because you 
crashed your aircraft 
inadvertently and 
aff ected others, or you 
can purchase a wide 
array of insurance prod-
ucts to protect you 
fi nancially and pay those 
that you are responsible 
to. If you purchase insur-
ance, then those 

companies are gambling that you have done everything 
possible to lessen your (and their) chances of loss. If 
they can profi t, then they can continue to gamble, but if 
they lose, then they can no longer participate.

It’s all tied together; you should make the good 
decisions from the moment you decide to fly. You 
should do everything you can to minimize the 
chance of loss at the exact moment you decide to fly. 
Transferring your financial responsibility to an 
insurance company should absolutely be your last 
option for loss mitigation, just as jumping out of an 
aircraft in controlled flight should be. So please, 
don’t do anything you wouldn’t want to read about 
in the paper!  IAC

Loss Prevention and Mitigation
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Leaving an 
aircraft in 
flight should 
be a “yes” or 
“no” sort 
of decision.

RYAN BIRR
COLUMNS / INSURANCE
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J U S T  A  R E M I N D E R . . .
You can buy your tickets online now and save time and money. 

Go to www.airventure.org/tickets & get to the fun faster…and cheaper.
SEE YOU THERE!

T he International Aerobatic Club and EAA will be memorializing Vicki Cruse by dedicating the 
new Vicki Cruse Educational Pavilion in her honor on Friday, July 30th at the IAC’s Annual Meeting. 

Th e meeting will take place at the conclusion of the day’s air show at the new Pavilion which is 
attached to the IAC Headquarters building on the northeast side of Aeroshell Square.

     On Sunday, August 1st, at 10:30 AM, Vicki Cruse will also be honored along with others, such as 
Chandy Clanton and Jim and Mike Swick, whose lives were positively aff ected by aviation by being placed 

on EAA’s Memorial Wall.  Th e memorial wall is located by the Fergus Chapel, next to Pioneer Airport.

Th e IAC is also collecting donations for a monument that will 
be placed on the EAA grounds in remembrance of Vicki Cruse. 

If you are interested in donating, please mail to: 

Trish Deimer/VC C/O IAC 
P.O. Box 3086 Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086.



 Exclusive insurance products

 Unparalleled customer service

 Web-based insurance quoting

 Aerobatic school insurance

 IAC sponsor and supporter

 The experts in aviation insurance

Meeting the aviation
insurance needs of the IAC
and its members.

ALWAYS RIGHT THERE WITH YOU
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